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The causes underlying the matter were simple enough.
Bismarck, as champion of German interests, had a very good
case. Russia had wished to make Bulgaria a puppet state.
With this aim in view, Tsar Alexander II in 1879 used his
influence to have Prince Alexander of Battenberg elected to
the Throne of Bulgaria.

From that point things went wrong. The young German
Prince, instead of starting a movement among his Bulgarian
subjects of ' Bulgaria for the Russians/ started instead one
of ' Bulgaria for the Bulgarians.' Russia gnashed her teeth
and did her best to flood Bulgaria with Russian propaganda,
Russian officials, Russian experts of various descriptions,
and Russian agents. It was very difficult for Prince
Alexander to resist this treatment from his gigantic neigh-
bour, but he behaved with great determination. When
Tsar Alexander III succeeded his father in 1881 the Russo-
Bulgarian tussle intensified. The height of bitterness had
been reached when Prince Alexander became engaged to
Princess Victoria. Bulgaria was full of plots and Russian
intrigue and it looked as if at any moment the Tsar might
arise and drive Prince Alexander off the Throne.

Bismarck, above all else, feared the encirclement of
Germany. Germany already had France to the west, an
enemy yearning for revenge and recovering herself with
terrifying speed. To the south she had to reckon with a
disgruntled Austria who might be harbouring secret
vengeance.

If Germany befriended Bulgaria by marrying a Hohen-
zollern Princess to Russia's sworn enemy, the Bulgarian
ruler, then the carefully fostered friendship with Russia
would be instantly at an end, and any day Germany might
be faced with a war on three fronts. Bismarck, convinced
that England planned to draw Germany out of the Russian
and into the English orbit, solely in order to forward the
selfish interests of the British Empire, and recognizing that
in self-defence Germany must, indeed, line up with England
if she lost the Russian friendship, put the worst possible
construction on the eagerness of the Crown Princess and her